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SMOKE-FREE TENNESSEE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT EVERYONE’S RIGHT
TO BREATHE CLEAN AIR
Campaign Launches ‘Itsakiller” Website and Begins State Tour

NASHVILLE, Tenn. --- The Smoke-Free Tennessee coalition today launched a major
public initiative to make all Tennessee workplaces, including restaurants and bars,
smoke-free to protect all Tennessee workers and the public from the serious health
hazards of secondhand smoke.

The campaign in support of Governor Bredesen’s smoke-free workplace legislation kicks
off April 2 with a rally at Legislative Plaza and a statewide tour involving First Lady
Andrea Conte, Commissioner of Health Susan Cooper and a broad coalition of
supporters. The tour will travel to numerous Tennessee cities to build awareness about
the dangers of secondhand smoke as a leading cause of lung cancer and heart disease and
other serious respiratory illnesses that kills more than 1,000 non-smoking Tennesseans
each year.

“As the U.S. Surgeon General said last year — the debate is over, the science is clear.
Secondhand smoke is a serious health hazard that causes premature death and disease in
children and non-smoking adults,” said Conte, a registered nurse and the wife of Gov.
Phil Bredesen. “l am proud to be part of an effort that will have such a critical and
positive impact on the health of Tennesseans.”
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The tour begins Monday, April 2, at 10 a.m. at War Memorial Plaza at the Tennessee
State Capitol. It continues in Memphis, April 5 at 11 a.m., at the Rendezvous restaurant;
and in Knoxville and Tri-Cities on April 9. Other cities will be announced in April.

In addition to the tour, Smoke-Free Tennessee announced the launch of a new Web site —
www.itsakiller.com, which includes information on the devastating effects of secondhand
smoke; already today, hundreds of Tennesseans have used the site to voice support for
smoke-free workplace legislation with their legislators.

“With many states having already taken action to protect everyone from the serious
health harms of secondhand smoke, it’s now time for Tennessee to do the right thing to
protect the health of its people,” said Shelby Logsdon, executive director for Campaign
for a Healthy and Responsible Tennessee (CHART). “This campaign is going to turn up
the volume of the thousands of Tennesseans who are ready to breathe clean air
everywhere they go because it is important to the health of all Tennessee workers and
families.”

Smoke-Free Tennessee is comprised of CHART and more than partner organizations
dedicated to creating smoke-free workplaces for all Tennesseans. Learn more about
Smoke-Free Tennessee at www.smokefreetn.org. More information about CHART can
be found at www.tnchart.org.

Smoke-Free Tennessee Coalition Contacts

Nashville

Paul E. Moore, M.D.

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Pharmacology in the Department of Pediatrics
Pulmonary Medicine at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital

615-343-7617

Randy Rayburn Amy Kurland
Restaurateur Bluebird Café
615-300-4154 615-383-5308
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Chattanooga

Amy Fields Dr. Mack Worthington, M.D.

American Cancer Society Family Practitioner

865-558-4041 President-Elect, Tennessee Medical Assn.

423-778-2957
Dr. Vince Viscomi, M.D.
President-Elect, Chattanooga-Hamilton County Medical Society.
Contact: Rae Bond, 423-622-2872 or 423-313-6025

Dr. Peter Rawlings, M.D.
Board Member, Chattanooga-Hamilton County Medical Society
Contact: Rae Bond, 423-622-2872 or 423-313-6025

Knoxville

Mike Connor Amy Fields

Restaurateur American Cancer Society
865-777-2677 865-558-4041

Edward Capparelli, M.D.
Family Practitioner
Newport, Tenn.
423-625-1300

Gwen Valentine

State Health, Disability & Nutrition Coordinator
Telamon Migrant and Seasonal Head Start
865-212-4011 Ext: 12

Memphis

Greg Broy Barbara Holden
American Cancer Society Urban Child Institute
901-725-8621 901-526-1822 x-240
Jennifer Jaudon John Vergos

American Heart Association Rendezvous restaurant
901.383.5405 or 901.331.9761 901-523-0055

Dr. Keith Anderson, M.D. Dr. Joe Weinberg, M.D.
Sutherland Clinic UT-Memphis
901-763-0200 901-869-5708
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